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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.
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India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.
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India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.

[ TECH DIGEST ]
mybs.in/tech

India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.

[ TECH DIGEST ]
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India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.

[ TECH DIGEST ]
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India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.
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India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.
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India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.

[ TECH DIGEST ]
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India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife

LOGISTICS
LAYOUT
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.
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India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.
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India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.

[ TECH DIGEST ]
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India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.

[ TECH DIGEST ]
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India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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At 122, harmful AQI days in
2024 six more than last year
NumberofdayswithairAQIbetween0and200inDelhihasstoodat201thisyearsofar

NITIN KUMAR
NewDelhi,20November

T henumber of dayswithharmful
air quality inDelhi has risen this
year, surpassing figures fromthe

previous years. From January 1 to
November 18, therewere 122dayswhen
theairquality index(AQI)exceeded201,
compared to 116 days during the same
period in 2023.

Incontrast, thenumberofdayswhen
theAQIrangedbetween0and200stood
at 201 this year, slightly lower than 206
days recorded last year.

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), AQI levels
between0and200aredividedintothree
categories — good (0–50), satisfactory
(51–100), andmoderate (101–200).

While these levels are less harmful,
their health impacts vary, ranging from
minimal discomfort for sensitive indi-
viduals to moderate breathing diffi-
culties forpeoplewith lungs,asthma,or
heart conditions.

However,airquality inthepoor(201–
300), very poor (301–400), and severe
(above400)categoriesposeasignificant
threat tohealth.

Poor air quality leads to breathing
discomfort for individuals during pro-
longed exposure, while very poor con-
ditions can cause respiratory illnesses.

Severe levels not only affect healthy
people but also severely impact those
withpre-existinghealth issues.

The rising number of days with

harmfulAQI levels highlights the grow-
ingchallengeofcontrollingairpollution.
Indianowleadstheworldinthenumber
of cities listed among the top 100 most
pollutedglobally, surpassingChinabya
significantmargin.

According to a recent S&P Global
Mobility web presentation, 39 Indian
cities feature in the list, compared to 30
cities inChina, its closest competitor.

According to data from the CPCB,
Delhi remains one of the most polluted
cities in India.OnNovember 18, thecity
recorded an average AQI of 494, the
highest in the country.

Most monitoring stations in Delhi
reported an AQI of 500, the upper limit
of India’sAQI scale.

However, the international air qual-
ity monitoring app IQAir recorded
Delhi's AQI at a staggering 1,600 on the
same day. The discrepancy arises from
differing standards for measuring air
quality across countries.

In India, the permissible limit for
PM2.5 concentration is 60 micrograms
per cubicmetre.

Countries adhering to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines have
much stricter limits of five or 10 micro-
gramsper cubicmetre.

India’s AQI scale is capped at 500,
whichservesasacritical threshold indi-
cating severepollution levels.

An AQI beyond this cap signals haz-
ardous conditions and highlights the
urgencyof addressing thecapital’swor-
sening air quality.

Govtasksairlinestoensure
amplestaffatcheck-inpoints
DEEPAK PATEL
NewDelhi,20November

Airlinesmust ensure that all check-in
counters at the Delhi airport are fully
staffed to minimise passenger incon-
venienceassmoghasstartedaffecting
the flight operations, Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu directed
onWednesday.

The minister gave this
direction during ameeting
with representatives of
major airlines, Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL), officials of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
AviationSecurity (BCAS).

The meeting was called on
Wednesday to assess readiness of the
aviation ecosystem amid the “early
onset of fog/smog” inDelhi.

More than 370 flights, including
departures as well as arrivals,
were delayed at the Delhi airport on
November 18 due to dense fog and
pollution.

“Reviewingthereadinessoftheair-

portoperationcontrol room,themin-
ister stressed the importance of real-
time coordination between ATC (air
traffic controller), airlines, ground
handlers and airport operators to
maintain seamless operation,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Duringthemeeting,all theairlines
confirmed adherencewith theDGCA

guidelines which asks them to
deploy CAT-III compliant air-
craft and pilots in Delhi and
other fog-affected airports.
TheCAT-III instrumentland-
ing system (ILS) at airports

enables safe aircraft landings
in extremely low visibility, with

CAT-IIIAallowing landingsatamini-
mumvisibilityof200metersandCAT-
III B at 50meters.

“Three out of four runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III
ILS systems. In addition, the Delhi
Airport operator has been advised to
installLEDscreensatprominent loca-
tions to provide real-time updates on
visibility conditions and to increase
the availability of ‘followme’ vehicles
to guide aircraft during low visibility
situations,” the ministry mentioned.

QUALITY CHECK
Numberofdays indifferentAQI
rangeinDelhi (fromJan1toNov18)

An AQI of 50 or below is considered “good”,
A “moderately polluted” reading ranges
from 101-200, “poor” extends from 201-300,
“very poor” is between 301 and 400, and
anything above 400 is deemed “severe”
Source: CPCB
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Cricket’sheavyweightspadup for
pitch-perfectbattleDownUnder
VISHAL MENON
NewDelhi,20November

“Hello, andwelcome to all
our international viewers to
theWACAGround in
Perth...”

Formany, theunder-
stated,mellowvoice ofRichie
Benaud servedas awindow
into adistant landwhere
cricketwas loud, aggressive,
andplayed in colossal amphi-
theatre-like stadia.

Benaud’s opening com-
ments, streamed through the
sepia-tintedChannel9 feed,were
often amorning alarm for fans
whowould shiver out of their
blankets toperch themselves in
front of television sets.

SinceBenaud’s passing in 2015,
muchhas changed.

Channel9 lost its cricket broadcast-
ing rights in 2018, and theWACA
(WesternAustralianCricket
Association), the spiritual homeof
cricket inWesternAustralia, has been
replacedby the futuristic 65,000-seater
Optus Stadiumnear thebanks of the
SwanRiver.

This Friday,Optus Stadiumwill take
centre stage asAustralia and India clash
in the first of a five-matchTest series for
theBorder-GavaskarTrophy.

Thehype and frenzy surrounding
thismarquee series have reacheda fever
pitch,withmany inAustralia and India
billing it as cricket’smost storied rivalry
—perhaps evenoutrivalling theAshes.

AcrossAustralian stadia turnstiles
andbustling Indianmarkets, the
Border-GavaskarTrophy is being
celebrated as the real deal— the
aslimuqabala.

ViratKohli and thedynamic Indian
openerYashasvi Jaiswal havebeen
dominatingheadlines in leading
Australiannewspapers.

TheDailyTelegraph ran a full-page
feature onKohliwith aHindi headline
declaring:YugonkiLadai (Fight for the
Ages).Meanwhile, theHerald Sunwent
further, splashing Jaiswal across its
sports pageswith aPunjabi headline:
IkkNavaaRaja (TheNewKing).

“It showshowmany Indian fans
there are around theworld. It also
showshowmuchwe love India coming
to this country andhowbig this series
is,” formerAustralian captainMichael
Clarke toldTAB.

It has beenadecade since India last

lost a series inAustralia. Thevisitors
havenowwonback-to-back series on
Australian soil, in 2019 and2021—a tes-
tament to their evolution into a formi-
dable travelling team.

In contrast, Australia’s last serieswin
in Indiawasback in 2004.

A lot rides on this series.
For India, it’s a chance to secure a

spot in theWorldTestChampionship
final. ForAustralia, it’s anopportunity
to avoid a repeat of their last two series
defeats to India.

Attendance and financial stakes are
crucialmotivators forCricketAustralia
toposition this series as apotential rival
to theAshes. CricketAustralia reported
a loss of $21.34million in 2023-24.

With this high-profile Test series on
thehorizonand theAshes following

next year, CricketAustralia is eyeing a
financialwindfall over thenext 18
months.

“The financial results exceededour
expectations... reflecting a robust col-
laborative effort throughoutAustralian
cricket to effectivelymanage costswhile
maximising revenue,”CricketAustralia
Chief ExecutiveOfficerNickHockley
said.

It’s littlewonderCricketAustralia is
championing this series as cricket’s
most storied rivalry.

Not everyone is convinced.
“Thevery idea of labelling anything

as apremier series is badand toxic.
Financially,we are sodom-
inant thatmore teamswant
toplayus,”MukulKesavan,
historian andauthor ofMen
inWhite, toldBusiness
Standard.

“Butwewere just beaten 3-0
byNewZealandathome. For
us to call theAustralia series the
premier one is a bit smug—
especiallywhenSri Lanka
defeatedNewZealand2-0 and
thenabsolutely smashedus. For
us to fly toAustralia and call this
the aslimuqabala is laughable,”
Kesavanelaborated.

Therewas a timewhen
EnglandandAustralia dominated
world cricket, and the sport’s prior-
ities revolved around them.

Since the turnof the century,
Indiahas joined this elite club, now

called cricket’s ‘BigThree’. Together,
these threenations generatemore than
80per cent of cricket’s revenues and
dominate broadcastingdeals.

“What’s happeningnow is a similar
kindofnarcissism. Indian cricketwas
onceweak, butnowweare the eco-
nomic ecologyof cricket—we sustain
the entire ecosystem,”Kesavan
explained.

Hecautionedagainst thepeculiar
ghamand(arrogance)whereanyseries
Indiaplays, oranyrival Indianominates,
isdeemedcricket’s ‘greatest rivalry’.

Nevertheless,Kesavanconceded that
theBorder-GavaskarTrophyhasall the
ingredients fora terrific series.

“It’s anA-list series…I’mlooking
forward to it. It’s alwaysapleasure to
watchcricketonAustraliangrounds,”
headded.

Benaudmighthave summed it up in
his inimitable style if hewere still
around: “Buckleup, folks.We’re in for a
marvellous ride.”

CantheBGTclaimthetitleofcricket’s ‘premierrivalry’? Jury’sstillout

Star battersViratKohli andYashasvi
Jaiswalmakea splashacross several
Australiannewspapers aheadofBGT
series opener inPerth

XIAOMI LAUNCHES ULTRA
AFFORDABLE 5G SMARTPHONE
Xiaomihaslaunchedthe
RedmiA45GinIndia,pricedat
~8,499onwards(inclusiveof
offers).Thesmartphonefeaturesa
6.88-inchHD+displayofa120Hz
refreshrate,a50MPrearcamera,a
5MPfrontcamera,anda5,160mAh
batterywith18Wcharging.Powered
bytheQualcommSnapdragon4sGen2
processor,thesmartphoneisamong
theultra-affordable5Gsmartphones
availableinIndia.ItwillbeavailablefromNovember27.

Asus announces ROG Phone 9 series
Asushasannounced theROGPhone9series, featuring theQualcommSnapdragon8Elite chip.
The series includes theROGPhone9andPromodels, bothwitha6.78-inchAmoleddisplayof
up to 185Hz refresh rateandup to24GBRAM. ThePromodeladdsa32MP telephotoand 13MP
ultra-widecamera,whilebothhavea50MPprimary camerawitha6-axis gimbal
stabilisation technology. TheAniMeVisiondisplayon theback features customisable LEDs. The
phonesareexpected to launch in India soon.

Google releases 1st
developer preview
of Android 16
Googlehas rolledout the first
DeveloperPreviewofAndroid 16
forPixel6andnewermodels.Key
features includeanupdatedphoto
picker,HealthRecords integration,
NotificationCooldown,andAudio
Sharing formultipleBluetooth
headphones. Theupdatealso
bringsnewprivacy featuresandUI
enhancements.

[ TECH DIGEST ]
mybs.in/tech

India ranks 10th on top
climate performers list
Indiaranked10thonalistofover60
countriesassessedforefforts tofight
climatechangedespitedroppingtwo
spotscomparedtolastago,thankstoits
lowpercapitaemissionsandrapid
deploymentofrenewables,areport
saidonWednesday.TheClimateChange
PerformanceIndexreport leavesthe
first threeplacesemptyfollowedby
Denmark(fourthplace)andthe
Netherlandswhilethelargest two
emitters,ChinaandtheUS,remainvery
lowat55thand57thplace,respectively.
The63countries,alongwiththe
EuropeanUnion,assessedintheCCPI
areresponsiblefor90percentofglobal
emissions. PTI

Now, access air quality
info on Google Maps
Usersacross Indiacannowaccess
hyperlocalairquality informationon
GoogleMaps,thetechtitansaidon
WednesdayannouncingAirView+,
anAI-poweredandecosystem-
basedsolution.GooglesaidAirView+
enablesvaluableairquality insights
togovernmentagenciesresponsible
forenvironmentalmonitoring,by
offeringcitizenshyperlocalairquality
informationonGoogleMaps.As India
continuesits"incrediblegrowth
momentum",backedbytech
innovationanddemographic
advantage, it iscrucial toalso
mitigateriskswhichcouldslowit
down,Googlesaid. PTI

Govtprepares logisticsplanfor
metrostotackletraffic,pollution
SHREYA NANDI
NewDelhi,20November

The Centre has prepared a ‘City Logistics Plan’
formetrossuchasDelhiandBengaluruforeffi-
cient freightandlogisticsmovementwithinthe
city, a senior official of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said onWednesday.

Efficient freight and logistics
movement inturnwilldecongest
large cities, reduce pollution,
logistics costs, while improving
theoverallqualityof life incities,
DPIIT Additional Secretary
Rajeev SinghThakur said.

Thakur said that theplanwill
help advance the government’s
agenda towards Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB)andfulfil India’s
aimofachievingcarbonNetZero
by 2070.

The guideline provides a
framework and methodological
approachfromtheperspectiveofacity to tailor
its vision, objectives and indicators to specific
local needs and city characteristics, collect rel-
evant data and analyse its freight distribution
issues and choose appropriate infrastructure,
policy measures and services in collaboration

with other relevant actors and stakeholders.
This guideline is considered a living doc-

ument that will continue to evolve through
the incorporation of feedback and input from
stakeholders andDPIITwill extend its support
to thewilling stateandunion territories topre-

pare city logistics plans.
In 2022, the government

launched the National
Logistics Policy which
includes the support for the
development of city-level
logistics plans. This City
Logistics Plan initiative aims
to reduce the logistics costs
and improve efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport.

The official further said
that several countries have
adopted city logistics plans to
improve the efficiency and
sustainability of urban freight
transport. For instance, Japan
has been a pioneer in city

logistics, implementing consolidationcentres
and other innovative solutions to manage
freight effectively indenselypopulatedurban
areas. Many European countries, including
Germany,FranceandNetherlandshavedevel-
oped comprehensive city logistics plans.

Efficientfreight
andlogistics
movementwill:

>Decongestlargecities

>Reducepollution

>Reducelogisticscosts

> Improvetheoverall
qualityoflife
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= sêÁwüº+˝À n~Ûø±s¡, Á|ü‹|üøå±\
eT<Ûä´ $eTs¡Ù\ j·TT<ä∆+
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qe‘Ó\+>±D Á|ü‘˚´ø£
Á|ü‹ì~Û`ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é

sêÁwüº sê»ø°j·÷˝À¢ VüQ+<ë‘·q+
ø=s¡e&ÉT‘·Tqï~.  dü~«eTs¡Ù\ kÕúH˚ e´øÏÔ>∑‘·
Äs√|üD\T #√≥T#˚düT≈£î+≥THêïsTT. n~Ûø±s¡,
Á|ü‹|üøå±\ eT<Ûä´ $eTs¡Ù\ j·TT<ä∆+
ø=qkÕ>∑T‘·T+fÒ,   Á|üC≤ düeTdü´\T >±˝À¢
BbÕ\e⁄‘·THêïsTT. sêÁwüº+˝À &Ó’es¡¸Hé
bÕ*{Ïø˘‡ q&ÉTdüTÔHêïsTT. »q+>√&ÉT mC…+&Ü
ø±yê*‡q ‘·s¡TD+˝À kÕ«s¡ú sê»ø°j·T
Á|üjÓ÷»Hê\T |üs¡ø±j·TÁ|üy˚X¯+ #˚düTÔHêïsTT.
‘êC≤>± ø±+Á¬>dt, ;ÄsYmdt eT<Ûä´
#√≥T#˚düT≈£î+≥Tqï |ü]D≤e÷\‘√
ÄX¯Ãs¡´b˛e&É+ Á|ü»\ e+‘·e⁄‘·Tqï~. Ç<˚
n<äqT>± ;CÒ|” #√<ä´+ #·÷düTÔqï~. 

Á|ü<Ûëq+>± eTTK´eT+Á‹ mqTeTT\

πse+‘Y¬s&ç¶,
;ÄsYmdt e]ÿ+>¥

Áô|dæ&Ó+{Ÿ ¬ø.‘ês¡ø£
sêe÷sêe⁄ eT<Ûä´ »s¡T>∑T‘·Tqï

$eTs¡Ù\ |üs¡+|üs¡ n+<ä]ø° ‘Ó*dæ+<˚.
πø{°ÄsYqT ø±+Á¬>dt {Ï«≥sY {Ï\T¢ n+fÒ, d”m+
πse+‘YqT ;ÄsYmdt ∫{ÏºHêj·TT&ÉT n+≥÷
e´+>∑´+>± yê´K´\T #˚düTÔ+&É≥+
#·÷düTÔHêï+.  sêÁwüº Ä]úø£ |ü]dæú‘·T\
H˚|ü<∏ä´+˝À kÕ<Ûä´yÓTÆq+‘·˝À Vü‰MT\qT
neT\T#˚düTÔHêïeTì ø±+Á¬>dt n+≥T+&É>±,
MT]∫Ãq yê>±›Hê\T eT÷d”˝À
ø=≥Tº≈£îb˛j·÷j·Tì ;ÄsYmdt #ÓãT‘·Tqï~.
ø±+Á¬>dt qT+∫ d”m+‘√bÕ≥T eT+Á‘·T\T
l<ÛäsYu≤ãT, bı+>∑T˝Ò{Ï, d”‘·ø£ÿ, ø√eT{Ï¬s&ç¶
‘·~‘·s¡T\T ‘Ó\+>±D uÛÑeHéô|’ ˇ+{Ïø±*ô|’
˝ÒdüTÔHêïs¡T. n˝≤π> >±+BÛuÛÑeHéô|’ πø{°ÄsY,

Vü≤ØXŸsêe⁄, dü_‘ê Ç+Á<ë¬s&ç¶ ‘·~‘·s¡T\T
>∑fi¯+ $ì|ædüTÔHêïs¡T.  {Ï≥˘ |òüsY {≤{Ÿ˝≤
ˇø£]ô|’ eTs=ø£s¡T Äs√|üD\T, $eTs¡Ù\T
#˚düT≈£î+≥÷ ndü\T $wüj·÷\ô|’ Á|ü»\
<äèwæºì eT[¢düTÔHêïs¡T. sêÁwüº sê»ø°j·÷\T

E>∑TbÕ‡ø£s¡+>± ‘·j·÷s¡j·÷´j·Tì
sê»ø°j·T $X‚¢wü≈£î\T n+≥THêïs¡T.
$<ÛëHê\ ÁbÕ‹|ü~ø£q ø±≈£î+&Ü e´øÏÔ>∑‘·

n+XÊ\ Ä<Ûës¡+>± sê»ø°j·÷\T
q&ÉTdüTÔ+&É≥+‘√ Á|üC≤düeTdü´\

mC…+&Ü |üø£ÿ≈£îb˛‘·Tqï<äì
yêeT|üøå±\T n_ÛÁbÕj·T|ü&ÉT‘·THêïsTT.
sê»ø°j·÷˝À¢ Äs√>∑´ø£s¡yÓTÆq yê‘êes¡D+
ø=s¡e&ÉT‘·T+&É≥+, VüQ+<ë‘·q+
˝À|ædüTÔ+&É≥+‘√ Ç≥T bÕ\ø£|üø£å+, n≥T
Á|ü‹|üø£å+ j·TTe‘·≈£î, uÛÑ$wü´‘Y ‘·sê\≈£î
m˝≤+{Ï $\Te\T, Ä<äsêÙ\T yês¡dü‘·«+>±
\_ÛkÕÔj·TH˚~ $T*j·THé &Ü\s¡¢ Á|üX¯ï.
$<ÛëHê\ô|’ dü~«eTs¡Ù\T #˚ùd ã<äT\T Ç˝≤
e´øÏÔ>∑‘· <ä÷wüD\≈£î ~>∑&É+ kÕe÷qT´\T,
ù|<ä\≈£î m˝≤+{Ï Á|üjÓ÷»Hê\÷ #˚≈£Ls¡Ã<äT.   

sêÁwüº+˝À ø±+Á¬>dt bÕ\q
Á|üC≤kÕ«eT´j·TT‘·+>± ˝Ò<äH˚ yê´U≤´Hê\T
$ì|ædüTÔHêïsTT. s¡TDe÷|”, eTVæ≤fi¯\≈£î
ñ∫‘· ãdüT‡ Á|üj·÷D+ ‘·~‘·s¡ ˇø£Áf…+&ÉT
Vü‰MT\T $TqVü‰ yÓTC≤Øº Vü‰MT\T
$düà]+#ês¡ì Á|ü‹|üøå±\T n+≥THêïsTT.
‘=\T‘· ôV’≤Á&Ü ù|s¡T‘√ düsêÿs¡T≈£î »q+˝À
ÁπøCŸ ô|]–+~. ø£wüº|ü&ç Hê\T>∑T ô|’dü\T
yÓqπødüT≈£îì ø=qï ù|<ä\ Ç+&É¢qT

≈£L\>=fÒº+<äT≈£î ôV’≤Á&Ü eTT+<äT≈£î sêe&É+‘√
ø=+‘· ndü+‘·è|æÔ HÓ\ø=+~. n~Ûø±s¡+˝À ñqï
yêfi¯ó¢ u≤<Ûä´‘·‘√ e´eVü≤]+#ê*. Á|ü‹|üø£å+˝À
ñqïyêfi¯ó¢ düsêÿs¡T≈£î ìsêàD≤‘·àø£ dü\Vü‰\T,
dü÷#·q\T n+~+#ê*. Á|üdüTÔ‘·+ sêÁwüº+˝À
á ¬s+&É÷  Á|üXÊïs¡úø£eTe⁄‘·THêïsTT.
Ç~˝≤e⁄+fÒ dü+<ä{À¢ dü&˚$Tj·÷˝≤  ;CÒ|”
\_› bı+<ë\ì #·÷düTÔqï~. n~Ûø±s¡,
Á|ü‹|üøå±\qT ‘·|üã≥º&Éy˚T ‘·|æŒ‘˚,  yÓ÷&û
düsêÿs¡T qT+∫ Hê\T>∑T s¡÷bÕj·T\T m≈£îÿe
‘Ó∫Ã sêÁcÕº_Ûeè~∆øÏ düVü≤ø£]+#˚ Ä˝À#·q
˝Ò<äT. m+‘·ùd|üP yÓ÷&û, n$T‘YcÕ\≈£î u≤ø±
}<˚ πø+Á<ä eT+Á‘·T\T, sêÁwüº Ä]úø£dæú‹ì
yÓTs¡T>∑T#˚ùd Á|üj·T‘·ïy˚T #˚j·T&É+ ˝Ò<äT.
kÕ<Ûës¡D ì<ÛäT\ <ä>∑Zs¡ qT+∫ Jmd”º ø±düT\
es¡≈£î Vü≤≈£îÿ>± sêyê*‡q yê{Ïì yÓ÷&û
düsêÿs¡T n&ÉT¶≈£î+≥Tqï~. ø=ÁØ\T ô|&ÉT‘·÷
‘Ó\+>±D |ü≥¢ $eø£å Á|ü<ä]ÙdüTÔqï~. Á|ü»\
uÛ≤y√<˚«>±\‘√ Ä&ÉT≈£î+≥÷ eT‘√Hêà<ëìï
¬s#·Ã>=&ÉT‘·Tqï~. Ms¡T ôd’‘·+ dü+#·\q
sê»ø°j·T Á|üø£≥q\πø |ü]$T‘·eTe⁄‘·THêïs¡T.
sêÁcÕºìøÏ eT+p¬s’ |üqT\T Ä\dü´eTe⁄‘·Tqï
C≤rj·T s¡Vü≤<ës¡T\ô|’ Ç<ä›s¡T
πø+Á<äeT+Á‘·T\≈£î <äèwæº ˝Ò<äT. uÛ≤Ø esê¸\‘√
qwüºb˛sTTq sêÁcÕºìøÏ kÕj·T+ #˚ùd
$wüj·TyÓTÆ |ü{Ïº+|ü⁄ n+‘·ø£Hêï ˝Ò<äT. eT÷d”
ìÁ<ä n+≥÷ ø±\+ >∑&É|ü&É+ ‘·|üŒ |ü{Ïwüº
ø±sê´#·s¡D ndü˝Ò ˝Ò<äT.  sêÁwüº+
n|ü\≈£î|üŒ>± e÷s¡T‘·Tqï ‘·s¡TD+˝À
Ä<äTø√yê*‡q πø+Á<ä+ #√<ä´+ #·÷düTÔ+&É>±,
sêÁcÕºìøÏ #Ó+~q πø+Á<ä eT+Á‘·T*<ä›s¡÷,
q$«b˛<äTs¡T>±ø£ Hêπø{Ï dæ>∑TZ nH˚ #·+<ëq
e´eVü≤]düTÔ+&É≥+ >∑eTHês¡Ω+.

Á|üsTTy˚≥T ø±˝ÒJ\ düeTdü´\ô|’
kÕqT≈£L\+>± ñHêï+

j·÷»e÷Hê´\ düe÷y˚X¯+˝À &ç|üP´{° d”m+ uÛÑ{Ïº

qe‘Ó\+>±D ã÷´s√ ` ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é

sêh+˝À Á|üsTTy˚≥T Ç+≥sY, &çÁ^ ø±˝ÒJ\ düeTdü´\ |ü≥¢
Á|üuÛÑT‘·«+ kÕqT≈£L\+>± ñ+<äì ñ|ü eTTK´eT+Á‹ uÛÑ{Ïº
$Áø£e÷s¡ÿ #ÓbÕŒs¡T. ãT<Ûäyês¡+ ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é˝Àì &Üø£ºsY _ÄsY
n+uÒ<äÿsY dü∫yê\j·T+˝À ø±˝ÒJ j·÷»e÷Hê´\‘√ Äj·Tq
düe÷y˚X¯eTj·÷´s¡T. ñqï‘· $<ë´eT+&É* #Ó’ ¬sàHé $
u≤\øÏcÕº¬s&ç¶, Á|üsTTy˚≥T ø±˝ÒJ j·÷»e÷Hê´\ dü+|òüT+
n<Ûä´≈£åî\T dü÷s¡´Hêsêj·TD¬s&ç¶, Á|ü<Ûëq ø±s¡´<ä]Ù j·÷<ä
sêeTø£èwüí, Ç‘·s¡ Hêj·T≈£î\T Hê>∑j·T´ ‘·~‘·s¡T\‘√ $$<Ûä
n+XÊ\ô|’ #·]Ã+#ês¡T. ø±˝ÒJ\ düeTdü´\qT <äX¯\yêØ>±
|ü]wüÿ]kÕÔeTì uÛÑ{Ïº Vü‰MT Ç#êÃs¡T.

&Ó’{Ÿ ø±˝ÒJ˝À¢ ù|òwæj·T˝Ÿ
]ø£–ïwüHé nf…+&ÓHé‡ $<Ûëq+
= Á|üdüTÔ‘· $<ë´dü+e‘·‡s¡+ qT+#˚ neT\T

qe‘Ó\+>±D ã÷´s√ ` ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é

sêh+˝Àì Á|üuÛÑT‘·«, Á|üsTTy˚≥T &Ó’{Ÿ ø±˝ÒJ˝À¢ ù|òwæj·T˝Ÿ
]ø£–ïwüHé nf…+&ÓHé‡ $<Ûëq+ (m|òtÄsYmdt)qT neT\T
#˚j·÷\ì Á|üuÛÑT‘·«+ ìs¡ísTT+∫+~. Á|üdüTÔ‘· $<ë´dü+e‘·‡s¡+
(2024`25) qT+#˚ Bìï neT\T #˚j·TqTqï≥Tº Á|üø£{Ï+∫+~.
á y˚Ts¡≈£î bÕsƒ¡XÊ\ $<ë´XÊK dü+#ê\≈£î\T á$ qs¡dæ+Vü‰¬s&ç¶
ãT<Ûäyês¡+ ñ‘·Ôs¡T«\T $&ÉT<ä\ #˚XÊs¡T. &Ó’{Ÿ ø±˝ÒJ˝À¢
|üì#˚düTÔqï uÀ<Ûäq, uÀ<ÛäH˚‘·s¡ dæã“+~‘√bÕ≥T $<ë´s¡Tú\≈£î
≈£L&Ü m|òtÄsYmdtqT neT\T #˚kÕÔeTì ‘Ó*bÕs¡T. Ç+<äT≈£î
dü+ã+~Û+∫ ÄsYmHé◊{° kı\÷´wüHé‡ n+&é düØ«ôddt *$Tf…&é
dü+düú≈£î m|òtÄsYmdt neT\T≈£î dü+ã+~Û+∫ kÕ+πø‹ø£
düVü≤ø±sêìï n+~düTÔ+<äì ù|s=ÿHêïs¡T. 

78 XÊ‘·+ düπs« |üP]Ô
qe‘Ó\+>±D`ôV’≤<äsêu≤<éã÷´s√

sêÁwüº Á|üuÛÑT‘·«+ ìs¡«Væ≤düTÔqï kÕe÷õø£, Ä]úø£, $<ë´,
ñ<√´>∑, sê»ø°j·T, ≈£î\ >∑Dq ãT<Ûäyês¡+Hê{ÏøÏ 78 XÊ‘·+
|üPs¡ÔsTT´+~. Ç|üŒ{Ï es¡≈£î 90,56,383, ìyêkÕ\˝À düπs«
|üP]Ô nsTTq≥Tº Á|üuÛÑT‘·«+ z Á|üø£≥q˝À ‘Ó*|æ+~. Ç|üŒ{Ï
es¡≈£î düπs«˝À eTT\T>∑T õ˝≤¢ Á|ü<ÛäeTkÕúq+˝À ñ+&É>± »q>±+,
q˝§Z+&É õ˝≤¢\T ~«rj·T, ‘·èrj·T kÕúHê˝À¢ ñHêïj·Tì
ù|s=ÿHêïs¡T. ø±eT¬s&ç¶˝À 93.3 XÊ‘·+,  eT+∫sê´\ 93.2
XÊ‘·+,  j·÷<ëÁ~ uÛÑTeq–] 92.3 XÊ‘·+,  ìC≤eTu≤<é 91 XÊ
‘·+,  sê»qï dæ]dæ\¢ õ˝≤¢˝À 90.9 XÊ‘·+   »–‘ê´\ 90.6
XÊ‘·+ #=|üq düπs« |üP]Ô #˚XÊs¡ì $e]+#ês¡T. Áπ>≥sY ôV’≤<äsê
u≤<é eTTì‡|ü˝Ÿ ø±s=ŒπswüHé (JôV≤#Ym+d”) |ü]~Û˝À 25,05,
517 ìyêkÕ\T düπs« #˚j·T*‡ e⁄+&É>±, Ç|üŒ{Ï es¡≈£î 13,91,
817 ìyêkÕ˝À¢ (55.6 XÊ‘·+) düπs« |üPs¡ÔsTTq≥Tº ‘Ó*bÕs¡T. 

= eTTK´ø±s¡´<ä]ÙøÏ Ä uÛ≤<ä´‘· :
md”‡, md”º düuŸ bÕ¢Hé
düMTø£å˝À &ç|üP´{° d”m+ uÛÑ{Ïº 

qe‘Ó\+>±D ã÷´s√ - ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é

md”‡, md”º düuŸ bÕ¢Hé #·≥º+ neT\T,
ì<ÛäT\ Ks¡TÃô|’ Çø£qT+∫ Ä]úø£ XÊK
Á|æì‡|ü˝Ÿ ôdÁ¬ø≥Ø |üs¡´y˚øÏåkÕÔs¡ì &ç|üP´{°
d”m+ eT\T¢ uÛÑ{Ïº $Áø£e÷s¡ÿ nHêïs¡T.
ãT<Ûäyês¡+ ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é˝Àì
dü∫yê\j·T+˝À md”‡, md”º n_Ûeè~∆ô|’ 32
XÊK\‘√  düMTø£å ìs¡«Væ≤+#ês¡T. XÊK\
yêØ>± πø{≤sTT+∫q ì<ÛäT\T, #˚dæq Ks¡TÃ,
>∑‘˚&Ü~ e´j·T+ #˚j·T≈£î+&Ü
$T–*b˛sTTq ì<ÛäT\T ‘·~‘·s¡ $esê\T
n&ç– ‘Ó\TdüT≈£îHêïs¡T. düuŸbÕ¢Hé #·≥º+
neT\Tô|’ ôddt  düeT]Œ+∫q ìy˚~ø£\T
n<Ûä´j·Tq+ #˚j·÷\ì dü+ã+~Û‘·
n~Ûø±s¡T\qT Ä<˚•+#ês¡T. Ä]úø£ XÊK˝À
]düsYÃ ôd+≥sY @sêŒ≥T#˚dæ Á|ü‘˚´ø£ |ü<∏äø±\T
s¡÷|üø£\Œq #˚j·÷\ì dü÷∫+#ês¡T. md”‡,
md”º düuŸbÕ¢Héô|’ nìï XÊK\T 30 s√E˝À¢
ìy˚~ø£ Çyê«\ì ø√sês¡T. –]»q
‘·+&Ü\≈£î Ár ù|òdt $<äT´‘Y düs¡|òüsê

ø±yê\qï &çe÷+&é H˚|ü<∏ä´+˝À n~Ûø±s¡T\T
Ä y˚Ts¡≈£î #·s¡´\T #˚|ü{≤º\ì Ä<˚•+#ês¡T.
eTs√ eT÷&ÉT HÓ\˝À¢ Ä]úø£ dü+e‘·‡s¡+
eTT>∑TdüTÔqï Áø£eT+˝À,  e#˚Ã @&Ü~ neT\T
#˚ùd+<äT≈£î  nìï XÊK\T eT+∫ |ü<∏äø±\qT
s¡÷bı+~+∫ ìy˚~ø£ düeT]Œ+#ê\ì
dü÷∫+#ês¡T.  >∑‘· Á|üuÛÑT‘·« #·s¡´\
eT÷\+>± |ü<˚+&É¢bÕ≥T ns¡TΩ˝…’q yês¡T
\_∆ bı+<ä˝Òø£b˛j·÷s¡˙, ø±+Á¬>dt düsêÿsY
Vü≤j·÷+˝À n˝≤+{Ï yê‘êes¡D+
|ü⁄qsêeè‘·+ ø±≈£î+&Ü #·s¡´\T
rdüTø√yê\ì Ä<˚•+#ês¡T. düMTø£å˝À
Á|üuÛÑT‘·« Á|ü‘˚´ø£ ø±s¡´<ä]Ù $ø±dtsêCŸ,
Ä]úø£XÊK ø±s¡´<ä]Ù  dü+B|t≈£îe÷sY
düT˝≤Ôìj·÷, md”º dü+πøåeT XÊK ø±s¡´<ä]Ù
X¯s¡‘Y, md”‡ dü+πøåeT XÊK ø±s¡´<ä]Ù Áo<ÛäsY,
˙{ÏbÕs¡T<ä\ XÊK ø±s¡´<ä]Ù sêVüQ˝Ÿ u§»®,
d”&ûmyéT@ ø£$TwüqsY Áo<˚$, ÄØºd” m+&ç
dü»®HêsY ‘·~‘·s¡T\T bÕ˝§ZHêïs¡T.

ì<ÛäT\ Ks¡TÃ |üs¡´y˚ø£åD Ä]úø£ XÊK<˚

qe‘Ó\+>±D`ôV’≤<äsêu≤<éã÷´s√
$<ë´s¡Tú\T ñqï‘· •Ksê\T

n~Ûs√Væ≤+#·&ÜìøÏ Ä‘·à$XÊ«düy˚T ‘=*
yÓT≥Tº>± ñ+&Ü\ì ]f…ÆsY¶ ◊|”mdt
n~Ûø±]DÏ ns¡TD ãVüQ>∑TD nHêïs¡T.
eTTK´+>± $<ë´]úqT\T J$‘· \øå±´\qT
ìπs›•+#·Tø=ì, <ëìø√dü+ düÁø£eTe÷s¡Z+˝À
ø£sƒ√s¡ kÕ<Ûäq #˚j·÷*‡ ñ+≥T+<äì
~XÊìπs›X¯+ #˚XÊs¡T.  yê] ø£\\T kÕø±s¡+
#˚düTø√e&ÜìøÏ ‘·|üŒìdü]>± ‘·*¢<ä+Á&ÉT\
Áb˛‘ê‡Vü≤+, ñbÕ<Ûë´j·TT\ e÷s¡Zìπs›X¯q+
n‘·´edüs¡eTì #ÓbÕŒs¡T. ãs¡ÿ‘Y|ü⁄sê˝Àì
‘Ó\+>±D j·TTe‹ eT+&É* Ä<Ûä«s¡´+˝À
ìs¡«Væ≤düTÔqï sêDÏ CÒ düs¡fi≤<˚$ •X¯ó $Vü‰sY
e÷+{Ïk˛‡] dü÷ÿ˝Ÿ, ã÷s¡TZ\ sêeTø£ècÕí
sêe⁄ u≤*ø√qï‘· bÕsƒ¡XÊ\ (;ÄsYÄsYJôV≤#Y
mdt) Áø°&Ü ~H√‘·‡yê\T (k˛ŒsYº‡ &˚), yê]¸ø£
ãVüQeT‹ Á|ü<ëH√‘·‡e ø±s¡´Áø£e÷ìøÏ ÄyÓT
eTTK´ n‹~Û>± Vü‰»¬s’ e÷{≤¢&Üs¡T.

$<ë´]úqT˝À¢ n+‘·Ø¢q+>± ñqï W‘ê‡Væ≤ø£
Á|ü‘˚´ø£‘·\qT >∑T]Ô+∫, Ä ~X¯>± yê]ì
ñbÕ<Ûë´j·TT\T Áb˛‘·‡Væ≤+#ê\ì
dü÷∫+#ês¡T. ôd˝Ÿbò˛q¢ e÷j·T˝À |ü&=<ä›˙,
#·~y˚ ej·TdüT˝À Çwüº+>± ø£wüº|ü&ÉT‘·÷,
düyêfi¯¢qT d”«ø£]ùdÔ J$‘·+˝À ñqï‘·
•Usê\T #˚s¡&É+ @e÷Á‘·+ ø£wüº+ ø±<äì
|ü\T ñ<ëVü≤s¡D\T #ÓbÕŒs¡T. ø±s¡´Áø£e÷ìøÏ
‘Ó\+>±D j·TTe‹ eT+&É* C≤sTT+{Ÿ
ôdÁø£≥Ø, ø£s¡kÕŒ+&Ó+{Ÿ πø eT+E˝≤<˚$
n<Ûä´ø£å‘· eVæ≤+#ês¡T. eT+&É* n<Ûä´ø£å,
ø±s¡´<äs¡TÙ\T ÄsY |ü<äàC≤ eT*¢U≤s¡T®Hé,
ìy˚~‘· ≈£îe÷sY, ø√XÊ~Ûø±] Äq+<ä>ö],
;ÄsYÄsYJôV≤#Ymdt Á|ü<ÛëH√bÕ<Ûë´j·TT
sê\T J{° CÀ´‹, •X¯ó$Vü‰sY e÷+{ Ïk˛‡]
dü÷ÿ˝Ÿ Á|ü<ÛëH√bÕ<Ûë´ j·TTsê\T ; lyêDÏ
bÕ˝§ZHêïs¡T. n+‘·≈£î eTT+<äT yê´j·÷eT,
Áø°&Ü •ø£å≈£îsê\T dü+<Ûä´ Ä<Ûä«s¡´ +˝À $<ë´]
úqT\T e÷sYÃbòÕdtº ìs¡«Væ≤+#ê s¡T. ns¡TD
ãVüQ>∑TD >ös¡e e+<äq+ d”«ø£]+#ês¡T.
|ü\T b˛{°˝À¢ $»j·T+ kÕ~Û+ ∫q
$<ë´]úqT\≈£î ãVüQeT ‘·T\T n+<ä#˚ XÊs¡T. 

Ä‘·à$XÊ«düy˚T $»j·÷ìøÏ ‘=*yÓT≥Tº
= ;ÄsYÄsYJôV≤#Ymdt k˛ŒsYº‡

&˚˝À ]f…ÆsY¶ ◊|”mdt
n~Ûø±]DÏ ns¡TD ãVüQ>∑TD

= ≈£î\>∑Dq ‘·sê«‘· ìy˚~ø£ :
&Ó&çπøf…&é ø£$TwüHé #Ó’¬sàHé 
; yÓ+ø£fÒX¯«s¡sêe⁄ yÓ\¢&ç
qe‘Ó\+>±D`ôV’≤<äsêu≤<éã÷´s√

kÕúìø£ dü+dü∆˝À¢ ;d”\≈£î ]»πs«wüHé
πø{≤sTT+#˚+<äT≈£î düeTÁ>∑yÓTÆq ìy˚~ø£
Çe«&ÜìøÏ Á|üj·T‘·ï+ #˚düTÔHêïeTì
&Ó&çπøf…&é ø£$TwüHé #Ó’¬sàHé ; yÓ+ø£fÒX¯«s¡sêe⁄
#ÓbÕŒs¡T. ãT<Ûäyês¡+ &Ó&çπøf…&é ø£$TwüHé
ø±sê´\j·T+˝À $$<Ûä sê»ø°j·T bÕØº\
qT+∫, ;d” dü+|òü÷\T, ;d” y˚T<Ûëe⁄\
qT+∫ $q‹|üÁ‘ê\T d”«ø£]+∫q nq+‘·s¡+
Äj·Tq MT&çj·÷‘√ e÷{≤¢&Üs¡T. sêÁwüº
Á|üuÛÑT‘·«+ ìj·T$T+∫q &Ó&çπøf…&é ø£$TwüHé
ãè+<ä+ Ç|üŒ{Ïes¡≈£î ◊<äT ñeTà&ç õ˝≤¢˝À¢
|üs¡´{Ï+∫ nø£ÿ&ç Á|ü»\T, dü«#·Ã+<Ûä
dü+düú\T, ;d” ≈£î\ dü+|òü÷\T, y˚T<Ûëe⁄\
qT+∫ düe÷#ês¡+ rdüT≈£îHêïeTì
‘Ó*bÕs¡T. áHÓ\ 21q  es¡+>∑˝Ÿ õ˝≤¢
ø£˝…ø£º πs{Ÿ ø±sê´\j·T+˝À ãVæ≤s¡+>∑
$#ês¡D ìs¡«Væ≤düTÔHêïeTì #ÓbÕŒs¡T.
ñeTà&ç es¡+>∑˝Ÿ õ˝≤¢ |ü]~Û˝Àì yês¡+‘ê
‘·eT nuÛÑ´s¡úq\qT ø£$TwüHé≈£î
n+~+#·e#·ÃHêïs¡T. õ˝≤¢˝À¢ Á|ü»\qT+∫

nq÷Vü≤´yÓTÆq düŒ+<äq edüTÔ+<ä˙, ‘·«s¡˝À
$T>∑‘ê õ˝≤¢˝À¢ |üs¡´{Ï+∫ $esê\T
‘Ó\TdüT≈£î+{≤eTì #ÓbÕŒs¡T. ‘êeTT
}Væ≤+∫q <ëì ø£Hêï m≈£îÿe>±
$q‹|üÁ‘ê\T edüTÔHêïj·THêïs¡T.  ≈£î\
>∑Dq |üP]Ô $esê\T e∫Ãq ‘·sê«‘·
yê≥ìï+{Ïì |ü]>∑Dq˝ÀøÏ rdüT≈£îì
;d”\≈£î sê»ø°j·T ]»πs«wüq¢ ø√dü+ m˝≤+{Ï
Hê´j·T|üs¡yÓTÆq düeTdü´\T ‘·˝…‘·Ô≈£î+&Ü
ìy˚~ø£qT n+~+#˚ Á|üj·T‘·ï+ #˚düTÔHêïeTì
$e]+#ês¡T. ;CÒ|” ;d” ôd˝Ÿ Hêj·T≈£î\T,
$$<Ûä ≈£î\ dü+|òü÷\ H˚‘·\T  ø£$TwüHéqT
ø£*dæ $q‹ |üÁ‘ê\T n+~+#ês¡T. »HêuÛ≤
˝…ø£ÿ\ Á|üø±s¡+ ;d”\≈£î ]»πs«wüqT¢
πø{≤sTT+#ê\ì ø√sês¡T. &Ó&çπøf…&é ø£$TwüHé
ø±s¡´<ä]Ù ã&ÉT>∑T ôd’<äT\T, myéT;d” #Ó’¬sàHé
n˝Öø˘≈£îe÷sY ‘·~‘·s¡T\T bÕ˝§ZHêïs¡T.

ªkÕúìø£+µ˝À ;d” ]»πs«wüq¢ Ksês¡T≈£î Á|üj·T‘·ï+

&Ó’es¡¸Hé bı*ªÁ{Ïø˘‡µ&Ó’es¡¸Hé bı*ªÁ{Ïø˘‡µ&Ó’es¡¸Hé bı*ªÁ{Ïø˘‡µ

97e edü+‘·+˝ÀøÏ #·Tø±ÿ sêeTj·T´
»qà~q X¯óuÛ≤ø±+ø£å\T ‘Ó*|æq |ü\Te⁄s¡T Á|üeTTKT\T

qe‘Ó\+>±D ã÷´s√ ` ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é
‘Ó\+>±D kÕj·TT<Ûä ¬s’‘ê+>∑ b˛sê≥ jÓ÷<ÛäT&ÉT, Á|üeTTK

$<ë´y˚‘·Ô, e÷J myÓTà©‡ #·Tø±ÿ sêeTj·T´ 97e edü+‘·+˝ÀøÏ
n&ÉT>∑Tô|{≤ºs¡T. 96 edü+‘ê\T |üPs¡Ôj·÷´sTT. 1928,
qe+ãsY 20q »q>±eT õ˝≤¢ >∑÷&É÷s¡T Á>±eT+˝À Äj·Tq
»ìà+#ês¡T. ◊◊{° •ø£åD≤ πø+Á<ëìï kÕú|æ+#·&É+ ø√dü+ Äj·Tq
ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é≈£î e#êÃs¡T. ◊◊{° •ø£åD˝À eT+∫ ù|s¡T
Á|üU≤´‘·T\T dü+bÕ~+#·T≈£îì ◊◊{° sêeTj·T´>± >∑T]Ô+|ü⁄
‘Ó#·TÃ≈£îHêïs¡T. Äj·Tq »qà~q y˚&ÉTø£\T ãT<Ûäyês¡+
ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é˝Àì $<ë´q>∑sY˝À Äj·Tq ìyêdü+˝À »]>±sTT.
á dü+<äs¡“¤+>± |ü\Te⁄s¡T Á|üeTTKT\T, ÁX‚jÓ÷_Û˝≤wüß\T Äj·Tq
ìyêkÕìøÏ e∫Ã X¯óuÛ≤ø±+ø£å\T ‘Ó*bÕs¡T. e÷J Vü≤√+eT+Á‹,
ø±+Á¬>dt d”ìj·TsY H˚‘· C≤Hê¬s&ç¶, sêh Á|üuÛÑT‘·« Á|ü<Ûëq ø±s¡´<ä]Ù
(d”mdt) XÊ+‹≈£îe÷] #·Tø±ÿ sêeTj·T´ ìyêkÕìøÏ e∫Ã
|ü⁄wüŒ>∑T#·Ã+ n+~+∫ X¯óuÛ≤ø±+ø£å\T ‘Ó*bÕs¡T. dü«j·T+>± ÄyÓT
sêeTj·T´‘√ πøø˘ ø£{Ÿ #˚sTT+#ês¡T. myÓTà©‡\T ø√<ä+&ÉsêyéT,
n\T>∑Tu…*¢ q]‡¬s&ç¶, ]f…ÆsYº Hê´j·TeT÷]Ô »dæºdt _ düT<äs¡ÙHé¬s&ç¶,
$<ë´XÊK eTTK´ø±s¡´<ä]Ù ãTÁsê yÓ+ø£fÒX¯+, {°mdtj·T÷{°m|òt
sêh n<Ûä´≈£åî\T ¬ø »+>∑j·T´, Á|ü<Ûëq ø±s¡´<ä]Ù #êe s¡$, sêh
ø£$T{° düuÛÑT´\T yÓ+ø£≥|üŒ, e+<äq, d”ìj·TsY Hêj·T≈£î\T
eTkÕÔHésêe⁄‘√bÕ≥T d”ìj·TsY dü+bÕ<ä≈£î\T ¬ø
sêeT#·+Á<äeT÷]Ô, Ábıô|òdüsY Vü≤s¡>√bÕ˝Ÿ, d”ìj·TsY
bÕÁ‹πøj·TT\T eT˝Ò¢|ü*¢ \ø£åàj·T´, e+<˚e÷‘·s¡+ bòÂ+&˚wüHé
e´ekÕú|ü≈£î\T s¡M+<äsY ‘·~‘·s¡T\T sêeTj·T´qT ø£*dæ X¯ó
uÛ≤ø±+ø£å\T ‘Ó*bÕs¡T.


